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PROVING G, 


That the Abrogation of King Fames by 


the People of England from the Regal Throne, 


and the Promotion of the Prince of Orange, | 


one of the Royal Family, to the Throne of 
the Kingdom in his ſtead, was according to 
the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, 
and Preſcribed by it. 


In Oppoſition to all the falſe and treacherous 
Hypotheſes, of Uſurpation, Conqueſt, Deſer- 
tion, and of taking the Powers = Are upon 
Content. 


By SAMUEL FOHNSON. 
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Nec Deus interfit niſt dignus vindice nodns 
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T.0 T:HE 
COMMONS of ENGLAND 
in Parliament Aſſembled. 


HE favourable Acceptance, which my Bounden 
| Services to my Country,as 1 ever accounted them, 
(though they were always difficult and upon the 
Forlorn) have heretofore found in your Honourable Houſe, 
hath cauſed me to bring you this ſmall Offering. In fors 
mer Days an Appeal to the Parliament was a removal of the 
Cauſe from White-Hall ; but it is our peculiar Happmeſs 
in this Reign, that we live under a Prince who had no other 
Buſmeſs here, but to reftore the Conſtitution ; which as his 
Declaration ſpeaks, was wholly overturned in the former 
Reigns ; and who lay under a happy Neceſſiſty of aſſiſting 
the People to aſſert their Rights, before he could ſecure His 
own Right and Remainder in the Crown. 

This Subverſion and Overturning of the beſt Frame of 
Government in the World was Very artificially managed, and 
bevan at your Fiouſe ; which has been run down as an Ino- 
Vation, and no Efjential Part of Parliament, a Muſhroom 
Jprung up in the 49th of H. 3. and founded in Rebellion ; 
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as if You had no deeper Root in the Government, than Cort 
has upon the Fouſe top. This ſcurvy Pedigree of the Com- 
mons in Parliament, drawn up by Dr. Brady, was ſo well 
liked by the Loyal Clergy, and partienlarly he was ſo ap- 
plauded by Jovian, that My. Peryt found the Tide ſo 
ſtrong againſt him, as not to venture on a Reply ; though: to 
my knowledg be was furniſhed with a very good one. 

But that is not ſo material, when. you' began, as what you 
are : and of the two it is better to be an Upſtart Authority, 
than a filly Cypher ; and thus you have been repreſented to 
all the degrees of Inſygnificancy.. Your Precarious.Bemg was 
told you by a wonderful Stateſman, who did not ſpare to 
inform you, That as the King had Created the Houſe 
of Commons by his Power, ſo he would Preſerve ir 
by his Goodneſs ; but then come ſome of the Clergy and 
ſay, - what little Creatures both you and the Houſe of Lords. 
are. 

Dr. Hicks lodges im the King the whole Legiſlative, or 
the Power that makes any form of Words a Law. He ſays, 
© The Sovereign Power may maeed be limited as to the Ex- 
exciſe of this Legiſlative Power, which may be confined to 
© Bills and ritmgs prepared by athers ; but ſtill it is the So- 
© Veraign Authority who gives Life and Soul to the dead 
© Letter of them. Now this is ſo contrary to the Conſtitu- 
tron, as nothing can be more» For not ouly Kings Charles 
the Firſt acknowledged that the Laws were jointly made by 
the King, Lords and Commons, ( though the Houſes injiſted 
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npon-more.) but alſo in every Aft of Parliament that is made, 
it 45 expreſly ſaid jn the Enafting part, that it is made by 
the Authority of them all : whereas by this Doftrine the two 
Houſes have only # Mmiſterial Office of preparing a Form 
of Words, and furniſhing Bills and Writings, as the King's 
Printers uſe to. do- you with Pen, Ink and Paper : And in 


ſhort, the King alone makes Laws, and the two Houſes only 
find Stuff. 


Now if this ſort of Paradox had been advanced concerns 
ing the Pariſh-Cheſt of Barking, where the Parſon has one 
Key, and each of the Church-wardens one, they could foon 
have Mathematically ſhewn him, that his Key had but one 
Third of the Cheſt-opening-Power, and ſuch a Miſtake 
would only have made a Jeſt : But m a Caſe of more Conſe: 
quence than all the Land in the Nation, if it were now tobe 
ſold, is worth, ſuch falſe Poſitions are very Dangerous. 
For if the Legiſlative were once contrafted im one ſingle 
Hand, it were as abſurd to ſay it could be limited in the Ex- 
erciſe of it, as it is to ſay that your Houſe has not Power 
over your own Orders, to recal and alter them as you think 
fit. What ſhall hinder the whole Legiſlative ? 

At this rate the Sayins, of which my Lord Lauderdale 
has had the Honour, would have been true, that be hoped to 


ſee the King's Edifts to be Laws, and above the Laws ; 
for ail New Laws are always too hard for the old ones. And 


the Arbitrary Proclamation to forbid the Nation-to Petition 
for a Parliament had been a Law, if the whole Legiſlative 
Authority 
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Authority was in it : for the L. C. J, North found it very 
eaſy to ſupply the place of both Flouſes, in drawing up the 
Form of Words. 

However this is very eivil Uſage to what - you have had 
from other Hands ; for m this way you have ſtill left you the 
Honour of being Clerks, and of drawing up a Form of 
Words. But Dr. Womack in his Short Way to a laſt- 
ing Sertlement, printed by Robert Clavel ; the chief 
Deſign of which was, to out the two Houſes from having 
any ſhare or Authoritative Hand, as he cal!s it, in making 
the Laws, and was ſhortly after made a Biſho» for the 
Service, has this very imſolent Expreſſion : © The Houſes 
* you ſay have a hand i the Lexiſlation : So hath the Beg- 
© gar m my Almes. As ſoon as I ſaw this Odious Com- 
pariſon, Tknew it was falfly applied : for even the Corona- 
tion-Oath acknowledges that the Laws of England are of 
the Folks choofong ; and it is certain that Beggars are no 
Chooſers. But T humbly beſeech both Fouſes upon this Oc- 
caſion, to have a ſpecial care how they ſuffer this ſort of 
Men to have the Aſcendant, who treat them m this manner ; 
becauſe we have a very harſh Engliſh Proverb concerning 
Beooars. | 

Ih the Tear of Jovian 83. wherein theſe Dofrines were 
publiſhed and rung all over the Nation, ſome of the Honou- 
rable Beggars that were for a Bull of Excluſion of the 
Duke of York m his Firſt Deſertion, and were for keep- 
ing him out when he was ont, after their Lives had been long 

hunted 
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bunted by theſe Men, fell into their Nets * Which Bill had 


given us this happy Reign ſeveral Wears ſooner, and had 
ſaved the Lives of more than an Hundred thouſand Men, 


whoſe Blood lies at their Door ; but it was then their Hour, 
and the Power of Darkneſs. Let that Near be blotted out 
of Chronology ! 

Theſe Doftrmes I conceive are Deſtruftive to the Nati- 
on, becauſe they undermine the Power and Authority of Par- 
liaments, who repreſent the Nation, and are the Conſervers 
of our Liberties, if we bad any ; but thoſe are all taken 
away by another of their new-adopted (hurch-Doftrines of 
Paſſive-Obedience, which 7 therefore look upon as the worſt 
of them, becauſe it lays waſte all your Laws, after you have 
made them, or worded them, or beg g'd them, or however 
you came by them. 

The former Doftries do immediately deſtroy you only in 
the Quality of Legiſlators ; but this makes you Slaves too, 
and will not leave you to be ſo much as Engliſh Freemen. 
© You muſt be juſt ſuch defenceleſs Wretches under the irre- Toy, 
© ſiſtible Powers of the Sovereign and his Forces, as the Ro- P- 242- 
© man Slaves were under the Soveraign and Hnaccountable 
* Power of their Maſters. You rmuſt be Slaves as to this 
© particular, you muſt truſt your Lives and Liberties with 
6 your Soveraign: And therefore the Paſſive Behaviour 
© tauoht by St. Perer to the Roman Slaves ts your Duty. 

So that if the late Soveraign being enraged at your Ad- 
dreſs 13 Novemb. 85. which broke all bis Meaſures, had 
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ſatting the Parliament ſent his Forces to murder you, you 


ought to have ſubmitted as the Thebean Legion. did, . in 
which Army of Martyrs. you would have made a goodly Re- 
oiment. * Tou were to have [uftered it patiently with your 
© Swords by your ſides, and Paſſive Obedience even unto 
© Death had been your Duty, by virtue both of the Imperial 
© Laws, and the Laws of the Goſpel. The Thebean Legion 
would not Sacrifice, and you would not come to, which was 
a like Caſe ; or rather yours was the more provoking Diſ- 
obedience to an Arbitrary Prince, and ſo you were bound 
in Conſcience to' fare alike. 

Nay if without any incompliance on your part, he had on- 
ly had a mind to kill Five hundred Kings at once, as King 
James the Firſt called the Parliament, for ſo Dr, Wo- 


. mack relates it from Dr. Heylin, (but whether in way 


of Jear, or otherwiſe, he cannot tell) the Soveraign's Forces 
had been Kings of Kings, and Lords of Lords, For the 
Chaplain of the Thebxan Legion would have charged you in 
Chriſt's Name, by virtue of his own Saying. © He that 
© uſeth the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword, not to reſiſt 
© under the ſpecious Pretext of Self-defence, (though I think 
in that Caſe the ſpecious Pretence had been very much in Ears 
neſt) : And if you had thus ſinned againſt the Laws Impe- 
rial, or the People had reſcued you by force from the So- 
veraign's Forces, he would have pronounced concerning you 


. both ; <Well, let them do ſo at their Peril ; they may be le- 


© rally Hanged for it i this World, and (without Repen- 


* tance) 
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© tauce) will be damned for it in that which is to come. 

' Thisis Paſsive Doftrine to a Title; and as you like it, 
you may cheriſh that Tarty which has enſlaved the Nation 
by it, and *to Whom is owing all the Oppreſsion of the laſt 
Reigns. For if the Doftrine of Defending our Rights 
when they were Invaded, had not been. Burnt, Mars 
ty'd and Stigmatiz/d, and the Clergy had not expreſly pro- 
miſed- King James to mculcate Paſsive Obedience upon all 
his Subjefts , and thereby to bind the Nation Hand. and 
Foot, and to leave nothing but ſuffering Souls in his whole 
Kingdom, he would never have ventured to think of Dra- 
gooning #5, nor have begun with his Preparatory Oppreſ- 
ons in order to it, 

But after they had made him believe that they were Paſ- 
five to the Death, and Loyal to the Death, when the Bur- 
den of their own ill-contrived Oppreſsion came home to 
themſelves, and touch'd but one of their Fingers, they ſoon 
let him underſtand that they had given him only a Spwitual 
Kingdom, and not a Kingdom of this World : For if his 
Kingdom had been of this World, then would his 
Servants have fought for him, But ſo they Deluded 
and Parted with thew Paſsive-Obedience-King. For Paſ- 
ſive Obedience is calculated only for Tyranny ; ſuffering un- 
der Arbitrary and Illegal Commands and Orders, cannot take 
place in a Legal Government , neither is there room for any 
fuch thing. Tull Paſsive Obedtence has - either found or 
made a Tyranny , it can never be a Duty ; nor then net- 


ther, 
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ther, for Tyranny is not Government, but the Deflruction = 


of it. 

: And therefore the two Hiſtories of Paſſive Obedience, 
and the brisk Sermons that have been Preached upon that 
SubjeF inthis Reign.are Contraband Goods : for we live 
znder a Prince who within theſe few Tears raiſed the 


whole Poſle of Fngland againſt this Dotrine,and by his | 


Declaration invited and requirei all the People of 
Envland of all Ranks, to Aſſiſt him againſt the Sove: 
ra gn and his Forces, to prevent the Nation's being 
kept under Arbitrary Government and Slayery. 
We were under Arbitrary Government and ©lavery then, 
and we may thank Paſſive Obedience for it ; and I am 
humbly of Opinion that we ought never to come under it 
more. And therefore I think it worthy your great Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice, that az you have annexed that 
Princely Declaration to the Crown, and made the 
Purſuance of it a Principal Point in the Confidence 


and Truſt you repoſed in the King, when you In- | 


veſted him : So you world provide that all thoſe who be- 


gan,continued and ended that Glorious Expedition un- | 
der the Prince of Orange, (which had been a blew one, 
if Paſſive Obedience had been believed , as it was con- + 


ſtantly preached for Goſpel) maynot in this Reign, ad 
leaſt, be repreſented as Rebels and Traytors, but by ſome 


{emporary At may be Relieved from the Aſperſion of 


Delivering their Country. That one Uſurping Prieſt in 


his 


a tt 


hes oe. at EE, ED 


EO 5 15 191 


(12) 

his Pulpit may not call for Pontius Pilate's Beſon of Wa- 
ter towaſh his Hands clean from the Sin of this Rewolu- 
tion ; and another Conquering Prieſt may not Repreſent 
thoſe who Invited in, and Aſjifled this preſent Kine, as 
Men not atraid of the Power as they ought to have 
been ; and another Deſerting Prieſt may not make King 
James's Forfeiture to be hi3 going away ,which was the 
Beſt thing that ever he did; and thereby leave all Men 
to be Rebels and Traytors who bad invited,joined,or were 
prepared to join the Prince of Orange before the 10th 
of Decemb. 88. when our Deliverance was compleated. 

Theſe wretched Inventions of Uſurpation, Conqueſt, 

and Deſcrtion, were found out merely to cover the Do- 
Arine of Paſſive Obedience, and to keep that ſafe and 
ſound notwithſtanding the Prince and the whole Nation 
had engag din Reſiſting Oppreſſion,and Defending their 
Rights. And furthermore,That King William's coming 
to the Crown might not be enquired into, and be found 
to be to the Prejudice of Non-reſiſtance,there is one has 
likewiſe found out another Invention, That you are not 
to trouble your Head, whether the King s,T itle be right 
or wrong, but you are to Swear to whatever is Uppermoſt, 
whether he be a Rightful Prince or an Uſurper, which 
is the Primitive Doftrine of the Paſtoral Letter. 

And this is ſuch a Scorn put upon a Free Nation as 
never was in the World , as if the S+bjefs of ngland 
were to engage their Allegiance Blindfold, and wore to 
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wenture their Lives and Fortunes in behalf of a Title 
which is to be unſi1ht unſeen, at that ridiculous rate as 
no Countryman will buy a Pig. 

Now allitheſe Hypotheſes have but theſe two ſmall 
Faults in Common to them all. 

Firſt, That they Undermine the King s Throne, as if 
he had no Legal Right tothe Crown ; And if he has not, 
what has he to dowith it * For my part I will never pay Al- 


legiance to bim as an Uſurper ; he ought rather to be told | 


daily by his Chaplains that are of that mind, that he 
ought to make Reſtitution : It is not Lawful for thee to 
have thy Father Zame's Crown; or elſe they are no 
St. John Baptiſts. A Revelation ſent on purpoſe fron 
Heaven,cannot oblige us to beSubjeds to an Uſurper un- 
der that Notion, becauſe it is a Notion of Wrong, and 
God himſelf cannot make Wrong to be Right. And then 
ſhall any Wretch bid us in his Name toSwear to be Faith 
ful to acknowledged Wrong, and to be Falſe to achnow- 
ledged and unextinguiſhed Right ? In ſhort,an Uſurped 
Crown is a Ston Crown, it is Blood's Crown. 


It is true indeed that God can give Kingdoms to whom- 


ſoever he will; I know it ; He can make them a New 
World on purpoſe for them, or take the Forfeiture of the 
Old, and diſpoſe of his own Creation as be pleaſes: But 
then it muſt appear to his Will, and he muſt ſend a New 
Revelation into the World along with ſuch a highly Fa- 
voured Prince, to ever) Man that is to be his Subjef. 
bor 
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For Iam not bound to do what God would have me do,till 
T can certainly know that he would have me do it. Pro- 
mulgation is of the Eſſence of a Law. 

And this Extraordinary Revelation ought to be as clear 
and as diſtin as Abraham's was for the Sacrificing his 
Son : for it is as contrary to all the ſettled Rules of Right 
to dethrone a rightful King as it is to deſtroy an onlySon. 
And yet that Command was only intended for a trial of 
Abraham's Obedience ; neither would God ſuffer it that 
there ſhould be a Precedent of an HumaneSacrifice in the 
World, though at his Own bidding. Is it not enough for 
an Uſurper to wrong a Trince of his Crown, but this muſl 
be Hallowed by falſe Prophets, and ſaid to be done in 
God's Name : And this proved by no better Argument 
than Mahomet's Miracle of Succeſs and Settlement > 

If therefore a pretended-Prophet tells me that I am to 
own an Uſurper as God's Choice,and by Divine Right,and 
therefore he is no Uſurper, I muſt needs Anſwer that the 
Title is far fetch't,and comes a treat way, and therefore 
I muſt deſire to ſee ſome proof in point, and ſhall always 
call for Miracles for what is ſaid 10 come from Heaven. 
And if I bad but one half of the Senſe which God has gi- 
wen me | ſhould never be ſatisfied with the Mahometan 
Miracle ofSucceſs andettlement.T hat Impoſtor s Come- 
off,when he was call 4 upon for Miracles,was this : That 
God had ſent Molcs his firſt Prophet with Miracles; 


when the belief of them was worn out,and the Jews were 
degenerated 
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degenerated, he ſent Jeſus the Son of Mary with more 
Miracles which did good for a time ; but his Followers 
likewiſe degenerated and altered their Books : And 
then he ſent Mahomet his laſt Prophet not with Mira- 
cles which had failed and miſcarried t" ice before, but 
with the Mouth of the Sword Tou ask for a Miracle. ſays 
he : Did not we Sack the City Tauris the other day,and 
put them all to the Sword? There's a Miracle for you. 

I confeſs T have loved a Good Cauſe in my time better 
than my Life, but never a crumb the better for Succeſs : 
But on the 0: her hand,the want o, Succeſs has made it the 
dearer to me. Succeſs is the new Weathercock upon the 
Bangueting-houſe at White-hall : for when the Popiſb 
Prieſts ſaw the Wind Weſterly,then it was Deus pro no- 
bis; but when at laſt it ſtood Eaſterly to bring-over the 
Prince of Orange, then it was Deus contra nos; 4nd 
ſo God is made to be of all Sides at that rate 

What if this Settlement ſhould be Unſetled, (which 
God of his Mercy defend) a: I am bold to ſay it cannit 
fland upon King James's Rubbiſh,no more than a new Pile 
of Building upon the Heaps which lay in the Stone Gat- 
lery. Well, what then * Why then in that ſuppoſed Caſe, 
though the Wind be againſt us,will I venture a weather- 
beaten Life for his Majeſty's Service ; but not an Hair 
of my Head\if I can help it,for ſeveral Miniſlers he has. 

In ſhort, Uſurpation is of the Devil; and at the rate 
that any Man alive ſhall prove,by the Old /landing Reve- 
lation 
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lation we have, that an Uſurper is a King by Divine 
Right, will I prove that the French and Iriſh Maſſacres 
were by Divine Right, and that every one of thoſe three 
hundred and fifty thouſand Souls which fell therein were 
well killed, and that it was all the Lord s doing. For 
there is as plain and as legible Scripture, 1 Sam. 2. 6. 
The Lord killeth and maketh alive, to entitle Him 
to that bloody Buſineſs, as there is to make him the Set- 
ter up of Divine Uſurpers. 

Conqueſt is likewiſe an_ther wicked Falſe Title toun- 


ſettle the T brone. This the Prince of Orange diſclaimed 


with deteſtation in his Additional Declaration, as the 
Horrideſt Calumny that could be invented againſt 
him, and ſo Unnatural a thing for an Engliſh man 
to join 1n, as if it had been to be Felo de fe. If this 
Pretenſion had been ſet up when the Prince of Orange 
came, he had never marched forty Miles in England, 
though he had come five times flronger than he did: And 
that which would infallibly have Barr d him out of Eng- 
land then,can never fettle him in it now ; nonot though 
it were preach t from the Clouds, as it only is from the 
Pulpit,which they have rendred by ſuch means very inſig- 
nificant. For what is Conqueſt ? Why truly it is a Publick, 
Enemy got within us. It is the King of France, not at 
Tingmouth, but at White-Hall. A Congueror 3s one, 
whom no after [reaties nor Conſent can ever make 4 


King ; for he muſt have the Conſent of Slaves and Mi- 
aors, 


©. | 
wors, who bave nothing to give : *who cannot make a Will though 
it were their laſt ; who cannot be Parties to a Contraft z for that 
is everlaſtingly impo/sible, unleſs Men be (ui Juris, and their 
own Men at the ſame time. In a word, Conqueſt may perhaps ex- 
tend to lawful Puunder, and to Goods and Chattels, which I ne- 
ver took the People of a Free Nation to be : But if ſuch a 
Prize-Office-Divinity muſt needs be ſet up, that always ſuppoſes 
the Right of Reprizals, 

—— x is manifeſtly Falſe : for King James muſt 
needs yo ; be was as much driven from England, as Nebu- 
chadnezzar was driven to Graſs; and be Claimed as be 
Fled, by the Rocheſter Letter. And as for the Wonderful 
Myſtery of dropping the Great Seal in the Thames, if it 
Was done purpoſely, there was a very Wiſe Reaſon for it, 
For if it had fallen into other hands, the Broad-Seal of Eng- 
land might have been immediately employed in Proclamations 
and otherwiſe againſt himſelf : As Queen Elizabeth made 
uſe of Queen Mary's Great Seal. for a good while ; which the 
Biſhop of Lincoln, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal in King 
James the Firſt's time, aſſures us was ſo, in his Anſwer 
to Dr, Cole. Now to eſtabliſh the Throne upon a Notorious 
Untruth , is to eſtabliſh it upon Mr. Milton's Vacuum, 
where it muſt fall tex thouſand thouſand Fathom deep, and 
"know no end of falling. | 
The laſt Dottrine, that we are to be ſubjeft to the Powers 
that Are , or any thing that is Uppermoſt, is at the firſt 
fight ſo wretched a Foundation of our Allegiance , that T 
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ſeorn to confute it, For whereas a Rightful Title is as 
immoveable as the Pillars of the Earth, on the other hand, 
| upon this Suppoſition, that Obedience i only due to the Pre- 
$ ſent prevailing Power 1s, it Us but ſhi ting the Geards, and 


, 


| in an Inſtant all the Peoples Allegiance bids their King 
| Good-night. bs 
Secondly, All theſe Hypotheſes, beſides their Under- 
mining the King's Throne, as if he had no rightful Title to 
it, bave another Fault in them, that they leave nothing of 
' Liberty or Property in the Nation. 
' This .Rewolution had almoſt ftunnied the Hierarchy, and 
| was ſo croſs to their Pulpit-Doftrines of Paſſrve Obedi- 
ence, Unalterable Succeſſion, Indefeaſubleneſs, and Unaccoun- 
| tableneſs of Princes, and the il. their Zargon, That it 
was very much feared by ſome of their Diſciples, that they 
1 would not Comply nor Swear to this Government, and ſo 
muſt leave their Places, and that thereupon would be a Fa- 
' mine of the Ward. But there would be no miſs of their 
| Preaching to the World's End, if it were ſuch as is before 
| us, So long as People have a Bible, they had better be 
| without their falſe Glaſſes upon it : Which the People of 
! England have more reaſon to hate, than King James had 
! the Geneva Notes, printed in Queen Elizabeth's Bibles ; 
' for which Reaſon he forbad all Marginal Notes upon his 
! Tranſlation of the Bible. In the Conference at Hampton- 
; Court, his Cenſure of thoſe Notes is this, * That they wereBarlow, 
« very Partial, Untrue, Seditious, and ſavouring too much?*4147- 
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* of Dangerous and Traiterous Conceits. As for Exam 


© ple, Exod. 1. 19. where the Marginal Note alloweth 
© Diſebedience unto Kings, &c, But I think the Teat 
allowed it before, ver. 17, But the Midwives feared 
God, and did not as the King of Egypt command-. 
ed them, but ſaved the Men-Chidren alive. Wa 
ever ſuch an Exception taken againſt expreſs Scripture ? 
And yet becauſe of his Unſenſical Apothegm, No Biſhop, 
no King, repeated over and over again in that Conference ; 
and that Eccleſiaſticus was a Biſhop, for which Reaſon 
the Puritans were againſt that piece of Apocrypha being 
read in Churches, and ſuch-like Clawing of the Clergy, the 


Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury ſaid, That undou _—_ 


his Majeſty ſpake by the Special Afiſtance of God's 
Spirit. So eaſy is it for thoſe that call themſelves the 


Church, to make Men Inſpired, and Saints and Martyrs,| of 


when they pleaſe, 

Upon the Prince of Orange's Invaſion, and all Hv 
neſt Mens Rebellion, as that Party ds and muſt term 
it, they could not for their Lives make bath Ends meet: and 
becauſe they could not make their ſlaviſh Dofrine of Paſe 
frve Obedience agree with the Rewolution, they have endea- 
woured to bring back the Revolution to them, and to rein- 
ſtate as juſt in the Condition we were in five Years ago. It's 
no matter for the Church of Rome's Infallibility, Impeni- 


tency will ſerve their Turn as well ; and if they never repent, 
they have never er1. 


Here« 
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Hereupon, while I was a poor Priſoner, and the Eldeſt 
of all thoſe that lay upon a Pablick Account in England, 
(tho [thought a Thankſgiving: Deliverance from Popery and 
Slavery, would have reached me in the firſt place by Sentiori- 
ty; but as I was ſaying, while I was a Priſoner, and be- 
fore it pleaſed God that my Liberty fell into my Lap, to 
which I was born, and which I threw away with both Hands, 
and with my Eyes Open, for my Country's Service, ſome 
Tears before it was taken away from me) was I ſolicited 
to write upon the Deſertion, in Anſwer to King James's 
Claiming Letter at Rocheſter. 

I challenge the piece of Prelacy, who would have put me 
upon that Job # under-journey VVork, to Print the Letter 
which [aprote the next Morning upon that Occaſion, and to. 
Anſwer it if he can. In fhort, I ſhewed that by the Law 
of England no Advantage could be taken of a King's 
withdrawing aſey from the Government (if it had been 
Voluntary, as all the VVorld knows it was not) without a 
Summons ſent after him to Return againin forty Days ; 
and yet I gueſs the ſame Perſon had the confidence after- 
| wards to write upon the Deſertion, and to found this Go- 
vernment uponit, But I then in thoſe early Days foreſaw, 
that their Deſign wasto begin where the attoning Paſſive fag- 
| end of the Lion and Unicorn Sermon left off ; and that 


þ 
2 


«| they intended to enſlave the Nation over -_ with the only 
: alteration of the Name of James into 


illiam. Their 


Intent was, that all things ſhould run in the late Arbitrary 


C 2 Channel : 
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Channel: For which Reaſon the very mention of King 
ames's Forfeiting his Remainder in the Crown, by Un. 
qualifying himſelf for it before he had it, and of his Abdi: | 
cating the Crown when-he had it, by breaking the Funda-| 
mental Contraf# , and by his Tyranny and Subverſion of the\ 
Laws, was Ratsban? to theſe Men, and would have hun 
their Paſſtve Doftrine : And therefore there was need 
Slight of Hand, to give a new Turn to the Peoples De. 
livering themſelves, and to call it King James's own De.| 
ſertion., | | 
Well then, according to this Hypotheſts of Deſertion, til 
a King runs away of his own accord, which was not true in} 
the laſt Inſtance, nor ever will be te the end of the World, the 
People of England have no Remedy againſt Oppreſſion, na\ - 
can ever be ridof a Tyrant ; which makes Ours and our Fol 
fterities Caſe worſe thanit was in K. James s Time: For once 
in an hundred Years there may fall out ſome Unhappy Occa- 
fron to Aſſert the Engliſh Liberttes, which never yet wer: 
fo ſtinted, as to lie at the Mer y of Jo Unlikely a Caſe as « 
Prince's own Deſertion. We b, better have been without 
our preſent happy Deliverance, than have it upon thoſe 
Terms ; for that would be ſelling a perpetual Eftate of In-| 
heritance for one Year's Purchaſe. For though we have «| 
good Prince at preſent, yet there may ariſe ſuch another| 
Pharaoh as knew not Joſeph. 
But no doubt the Flattering Sir Politick foreſaw, tha _ 
if ane Prince might Forfeit fo his Arbitrary Government, 
another 


( 21 ) 

another might, and this would be no agreeable Court- Dof@rine, 
Yes verily it is even ſo: For whoever atts King James's 
Part, ought to have King James's Fate, only [ wiſh it 
him Earlter. And I ſo far rely upon the Integrity and Sin- 
cerity of his Majeſty's Publick Declaration, that a Single 
Deliverance was the leaſt part of his Care ;, but his main 


End was, to ſecure the Nation from Relapſing into 44417- 
the Miſeries of Arbitrary Government any more. * D-- 


So that if we ſhould Relapſe into the Miſeries of Arbi- ,,, 0. 
| trary Government (which I will never ſuppoſe in his time) 24 


Himſelf being Judg, we ſhall then want a new Rewolution, 


as much as we did his. 


But there are ſome Men ſo ſecure, now Popery is gone, 
though in great part it is where it was (and that for 
fuch a wiſe Reaſon as never was inthe World, becauſe our 
Allies are Papiſts ; whereas all the Papifts here are French 
Papiſts, and entirely in that Intereſt: ) but becauſe Popery 
is gone, they have no Apprebenſtons of Slavery. Whereas 
Slavery is Ropery, Mahometaniſm, Paganiſm, Atheiſm, 
or any thing that the Prince pleaſes. For a Slave is a Dog 
that muſt leap over a Stick, and leap back again at his Ma- 
fter's bidding. 

Deſertion was Diſcuſſed, whereby the Cauſe was puz- 
zled, and then there was need of a new Contrivance, and 
ſo Conquet was farted ; and it was aſſerted in the Pa» 
oral Letter, that the King had a Right to the Cropn by 


Conqueſt, and that it was a great Condeſcenſion to receive it 
at: 


» 
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at the Hands of the People. This raiſed two Biſhops more 
to pitch upon Conqueſt as the ſtronger Hypotheſis of the | 


two ; the ane of which anſwered poor Aſhton's Speech, 


. and the other. has given us but one Third of his Sermong 


P, 26, 


which has been about two Years in modelling. I called him 


poor Aſhton, becauſe I heartily pitied his Death : For be 


afted in Purſuance of thoſe Principles which his Anſwerer, to 
my Knowledg, has publickly Preach'd above-thefe twenty 
Years, and which were Church-of-E.ngland-Doftrine, or 
elſe they had nene during that time. , I knew their Dodtrine 
was falſe, and the Men falſe, and that they would never 
be Martyrs for it : But they have an excellent hand at Mar: 
tyr-making; and when they have brought Men to the Gallows, 
they leave them in the lurch, after the ſame manner as they 
report the Devil does a VVitch. But then they need not 
prite againſt them. 

The Anſwerer's Argument is, That we ought to ſwear 


Allegiance tothe Conqueror, for fo they do in the new French 


Congueſts ; and the Right of War here is the ſame as 
it 1s abroad, 

VVe thank him for his Love as much as if we did ; but 
we will never ſubmit to be in the Condition of Mons and 
Namur, till ve are taken by Storm : And if by his ſaying, 
that the Right of VVar Here is the ſame as Abroad, be 


means that we are the New Dutch Congueſts (as the words * 
ere capable of no other meaning) Þ{ will never trouble my | 


Head with that Matter ; for whenever Foreigners pretend 
tg 
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10 be Lord-Danes bere in England, I will leave that Con« 
tovelſy to our Wives who can beſt decide it. 


Behold, thrice Honourable and thrice Sage Repreſenta- 


tives of your Country , what is become of your Engliſh 


Rights You are by this Dottrine a Subdued Nation, and a 
Foreign Congueſt ; and then I am ſure. that all the boaſted 
Engliſh Liberties amount to no more than this, that our 
Thought s are free, and your Poſt-letters Frank. 

Another Conquering Biſhop that heretofore helped to Spoil 
the Prince of Orange's Firſt Declaration, and to put a 
full flop to his Expedition, by the proffered Advice which 
the Biſhops gave King James, to Palliate our Grievances, 
and to bave cheated the Nation the moft eftefiually that 
conld be, has lately done as much for the Second Declara- 
tron, nd has endeavoured to render it the Falſeft Paper in 
the World. With your leave and patience I will make out 
my Story. 

When the Prince of Orange had made his Preparations, 
aud our Court was ſenſible of it, there was Means made to 
draw ſeveral Noblemen: to Court to make their Complement 
to King James ; which was to make a Shew to the World, 


by the help of the Gazette, that the moſt cpoges Peers 


were wholly in King James's Intereſt. Accordingly the Bi- 
ſhips who hade made themſelves Popular, by refuſing the 


' Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, and by beginning to 
| quote Law when it came to excuſing themſelves from digging 


their own Graves, were likewiſe ſent for to Court. When 
the 


YE 
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the Su:moned Biſhops came to the King, Septemb. 28. the | 
Arch-Biſbop being then not well, there paſſed nothing but | 
Acknowledgements of Duty and Loyalty on their Side, and | 
gracious Promiſes of Favour" and ProteStion from their 
King. This | ſurprized theſe overweening Perſons , who 
thought they had been ſent for to adviſe the King in theſe 
difficult A [ff airs. H-renpon they repaired to the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop , who waited upon the King, Sept. 30. with a proffer 
of their Adwice ; which he was ready to accept , and had it 
three days after in eleven Articles, which have been ſeveral 
times printed and boaſted of. . | | 

As ſoon as ever I ſaw them , I plainly perceived that 
they were all 4 them deceitful and Monntebank Remedies : 
and being urged for my Opinion of them, I gave my Thoughts 
wery freely concerning them, and the rather , becauſe they 
were ſaid to be wery much applauded abroad. I ſaid that 1 
was ſure the King wonld comply with then, but not all at 
once ; but he would make his Conceſſtons ſo, as to garniſh 
the Gazette with them twice a week, and to amuſe the Peg 
ple with a Succeſſion of Favours, as if there were to be no 
end of them, That theſe Grievances being thus Redreſſed , 
there would be no need of the Prince of Orange's Expediti- 
or, to take care of that which was already done te hijg 
band ; and he might even flay on the other Side where he 
was. That theſe Conceſſions would Jw till the King had 
recovered his Fright, and then all things would return into 
the old Channel : for by this Advice he would put nothing 

out 


— WW. 


—__- 


has OS was we =y *s 


> IV MM » 


A 


(233 
out ut of his reach ; and by freſh Quo-Warranto's be would 
etch back the Charters in a few Terms, and every thing elſe 
in 4 leſs time. But if be ſhould m make any ſhew of being 
reconciled to the Proteſtant Religion, which was the laſt part 
of their Miſchievous Advice, it would very much impoſe up- 
onthe Nation, though it might make for the Intereſt of the 
Adviſers. For the Advice was ſelfiſh I plainly ſaw, and all 
over Church ; and tbe Ecclefaaſtical Cn Diſpenſa- 
tions, the two Magdalen Colleges, Jeſuits Schools, the four 
Apoſtalick Vicars hich carried the Griſt from their Me ll, 
and not filling the Vacant Sees, particularly that of York, 
was the burden of their Complaint. 
.  Whereupon I could not forbear ſaying, That if the Inn- 
keepers of England had been Biſhops, and all . the Biſhops 
In-keepers y- ſeveral Nears paſt, then . they would have 
eeke, a Standing Army a Grievance, which was not ſo much 
as mention d in this Advice, and which would at any time 
retrieve all the former Canci/ſons. I ſaid therefore, 1 was a- 
fraid they did not mean Honeſtly, but intended to foreſtal our 
_— Deliverance, and to intercept the Prince's Voyage 3 
but if they meant in favour of the Prince's coming, their 


| proffered Politicks would nor qualifie them to be S: > -men, 


But Imuch more queſtioned their Honejty than their Unders 
ſtandmg, and therefore was ſorry to fee jo Generous a Deſign 
as the Prince's was, to be-Wnbleſt by Biſhops and pu gle 
by a little Prie- Craft. 
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The thin was taken right at the Hague : But the firſt 
Declaration being "thus ſpoiled, it gave the Prince the 
trouble of an Additional Declaration ; - partly to expoſe and 
lay open the Fraud of theſe pretended Remedies, and partly 
to meet with a dangerous Suggeſtion. which was then ſtarted, 
of his intending a Conqueſt. | 
His excellent Words concerning the laſt are theſe : 
©We are confident, that no Perſons can have ſuch 
© hard Thoughts of. us, as to imagine that we have 
© any other Deſign in this 'Undertaking, than to pro- 
© cure a Settlement of the Religion, and of the Li- 
© berties and Properties of the Subje&ts upon ſo ſure 
© a Foundation, that there may be no danger of the 
© Nations Relapling into the like Milſeries at any 
© time hereafrer. And as the Forces we have brought 
© along with us, are utterly diſproportioned to that 
© wicked Deſign of Conquering the Nation, if we 
© were capable of intending it ; So the great Num- 
© bers of the Principal Nobility and Gentry, that 
*are Men of eminent Quality and Eſtates, and Per- 
© ſons of known Integrity and Zeal, both for the 
© Religion and Government of England; many of 
* them being alſo diſtinguiſhed by cheir Conſtant 
© Fidelity to-the Crown, who do both accompany Us 
© ;n this Expedition, and have earneſtly ſollicited Us 
©to it, will cover Us from all ſuch Malicious Infi- 


© nuations. For it is not to be imagined, that either 
c 
thoſe 
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©thole that have Invited Us, or thoſe that are alrea © 
*dy come to Aſſiſt us, can join in a Wicked Attempt 
© of Couqueſt, to mke void their own Lawfui Ti 
« tles ro their Honours, Eſtates and Intereſts. 
Conquering and Enſlaving the Nation, which are 


| equivalent Words, and both put together in this Declaration, 


was ſo wicked a Deſign, that his Majeſty was not capable of 
Intending it, and diſclaims it with Abhorrence. How then 
come his Prieſts to tell bim, and the whole Nation beſides, 
that this is God's way of diſpoſing Kingdoms, and - 
that in this Divine way be came by his Kingdom, and holds 

it by that Tenure. Is not this, as T ſaid, ſpoilmg the Se- 
_ Declaration ? 

But 1 will preſently joyn Tue with this Conquering Bi- 
ſhop ; for T have not been afraid of a Conqueror theſe eigh- 
teen Nears. For ſo long ſince T uſed to walk by the New- 
Exchange Gate, where ſtood an overgrown Porter with 
his Gown and $ raff which gave him a Semblance of Au- 
thority ; whoſe Buſmeſs it was to regulate the Coachmen be- 
fore the Entrance ; and would make nothing of lifting a 
Coachman off his Box, and beating him, and throwing him 
into bis Box agam. T have ſeveral times look'd up at this 
tall Maſtering Fellow, and put the Caſe ; Suppoſe this Con- 
queror ſhould take me up under bis A-m like a Gizzard, 
and run away with me ; am T bis Subje&t? No, thought 1, 
I am my own Man, and not his : And Nevin thus invaded 
me, if I could: not otherwiſe _ my fel from him, - 


would 


I / 
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would {mite bim- under the fifth R1b. From that time I 
have had a clear Idea of Conqueſt, and no Conquerour m the 
World, with all bis Power, can have any more Right to me 
than that Fellow. 
| Yea, ſays the Biſhop, but though the Porter had no clear 
Right to you by bemg Soveraign of the Exchange Gate, 
and Conquering you, yet he had you in Poſſeſſion. 
And therefore according to the common Saying, 
which is moſt true in this caſe, He had Eleven Points 
of the Law. : 

| Now, I ſay, give me but the One Point of Right, and 
T will diſpute the Eleven Pomts of Poſſeſſion with any Man 
whatſoever ; and do no more mind them, than all the vari- 
able Points of a Divinity-Compaſs. But did ever any Man 
in a Pulpit talk m behalf of the Eleven Points of Law, and 
maintain Wrong againſt Right * Why does be not quote ano- 
ther common Saying, which is moſt true in the ſame Caſe, 
That Right and Wrong is nothing but Weak and Strong. 
Such Men by God's Judgment are left us in the World to un- 
teach us the difference of Good and Evil. 

But the Man is quite out of his Story, and muſt begin 
again. For Conqueſt, even in his Notion, is juſtling a 
Man out of his Seat, and fitting down in his Place ; and this 
is done in an ſtant, as one Nail drives out another. But 
this is quite contrary to the Matter of Faft in relation to our 
wo Amgs. For King William was not King upon King 
James's firſt Flight, nor upon his ſecond Flight, nor du- 


ring 
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ring the long Vacancy, which was no fanlt of mine that it was 
not ſhortned, nor till ſuch time as Our People made hm King. 
And we have an Aft of Parliament in this Reign, which de- 
clares the Realm of England to have been Soveraign during 
that time, by ordering all 1diftments, from the time of King 
ames's withdrawing til the 13th of Febr. to run in their 
Name. Andhe that was not King till the 13th of Febr. 
could not have been fo then, if his Engliſh Friends had not 
made bim ſo. 

By the Dottrine of an Uſurper ſet up by God, you have 
nothing left you : Fer a Kingdom of God's giving is Nebus 
chadnezzar's Kingdom ; Dan. 5. 18, 19. Whom. he 
would he flew, and whom he would he kept alive, 
and whom he would he fect up, and whom he would 
he put down. So that it is the Worlds End with 
any or all of you, whenever the Court ſends for your 
Lives, Liberties, or Eſtates. Such an Uſurper is a God 
upon Earth, which it is eaſie for ſome ſort of Men to make: 
For ſo Calyban made Stephano his God, and offered to 
lick his Foot ; but it was for what he could get by him: 
And therefore it was Trinculo's Opinion, and it is alſo 
mine , That if his God were aſleep, he would rob his 
Bottle. 

Who ſhall jet Bounds to a Divine Authority * Fe bim- 
ſelf that has it from God, cannot part with an Inch of it ; 
much leſs can that Herd, which they call the People, either 
limit or diſpute it. Flis part is to. Command, and: theirs 
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to Obey without Reſerve. Humane Laws are Sacrilegious 
o_ Paper, where there is a God amongſt them, and a 
ion is wholly at Diſcretion. No, ſay they, be is Ac- 
countable to God. What is that to us * We may be deſtroy- 
ed, or laid in gore Rood for all that, I not the French 
King accountable ro God? And yet what Reparation is that 
to the many millions of Souls which he has deſtroyed, or what 
Remedy againſt the Deſtruftion of as many more * 1 hate 
a#hat Phraſe, for the Engliſh Law has provided better, than 
to make their King only Accountable to God ; there's 
always Miſchief in that Saying. Iknow a K mgdom where 
an Arbitrary King had exerciſed bis People with intolerable 
Oppreſſions for above twelve Tears together by his own Con- 
feſſion, and after that engaged them in a bloody War ; and 
after ſome reſpite , but before their Wounds were well 
healed, though he were a Priſoner himſelf, he cauſed a new 
War to break looſe upon them, and was wholly ſecure, be- 
cauſe he inſiſted mightily upon it that be was Accountable only 
to God: Whereupon, though . with a Regret of a great 
part of the Nation, they ſent him to God to give an Account. 
For which Reaſon. 1 cannot abide that Saymg, of being Ac- 
countable only to God, | 
I the mean time the Miſhpat Hamelek, and the Right 
of an Arbitrary and Deſpotick King is revived by this Do- 
frine ; and the things which are Czlar's, according ** !l.eir 
former falſe Gloſſes, is every thing that is not prems. wed 
£0 God, which we all know is. the Church's Portion. So that 
the 
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the Church and Czſar divide the World betwixt them. Or 
as Dr. Ball uſed to liſp it ont in his Court-Sermons, Lives 
and Eſtates, Wives and Children, all things were Thx- 
thar's: all we had was Thzthar's, and therefore we were 
to render it to Thethar, But I ſuppoſe no able Lawyer in 
either Temple, of which he was Maſter, was ever ab/e to un- 
derſtand this bleſe Divinity, 

It is true, the Scripture calls Princes, Gods, and that 
is enough for Court-Paraſites. For when they have got 
ae BEripeure-Merapher by the end, how have T ſcen them 
ride ou the Ride of it ! Then ©S ubjefts withdrawmg thetr EE. 
* Obedience from their Lawful Prince, is a denying God's Ta. | 
- © Authority ; Treaſon agamſt him is a kind of Sacrilege ; am, for the 
© Revolt from him, an Apoſtacy from God ; a Reſiſting my Lad 
© him an oppoſing God ; rebelling againſt him, fighting with ——_ 
*God; the ſetting up the Title of a Counterfeit Prince a- 
© gainſt the true One, an introducing a Plurality of God- 
* heads ; the obeying of an Uſurper, Idolatry ; the flander- 
*ng his Anointed, and his Footſteps, a blaſpheming God ; 
*the blaming his ConduFt, a quarrelling with Providence. 

I have faid, ye are Gods, is divulged Scripture, and 
every Body has heard it aloud an hundred times ; but there 
is a neglefted Text of Scripture as full of Inſpiration as 
that, which never uſed to be quoted; Prov. 28. 15. A 
roaring Lion and a ranging Bear is a wicked Ru- 
ler over the poor People. Here are two Metaphors 


for their one; and. if any Body were diſpoſed to follow the 
way 
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way of their former Deſcant, it mu$t run thus upon this 
Text. A Lion is a Beaſt of Prey, ſeeking whom he may 
devour, therefore give him no Law ; deſtroy all his Jackalls ; 
deliver the Prey out of his Teeth, and wear his Spouls as 
Hercules did. A rangmg Bear will kill you if you do not 
kill bim ; therefore deſtroy all bis Cubs, for they will be Bear's 
in time ; ſet a Price upon thei Feads, and let the Church- 
wardens pay it. ; 

This Text is ſo lively a Pifture of a bad Prince, that the 
Meſſieurs of the Port Royal are amazed at it, and ſay thus in 
their Annotations upon it : Il nappartient qu'a Dieu de 
dire des Veritez ſt etonnantes. It belongs to no body but 
God to ſay ſuch aſtoniſhing Truths. But he is ſo good an» 
pd jo «a —_ ſafely ſay ſuch Fort 
Truths after him, | 

Now an hungry ranging Bear cannot poſſibly be a'God; 
and therefore when David calls Princes Gods, he meant 
Good Princes, Benefaftors to Mankind, and not his Son 
Solomon's Bears, who cannot be called Gods, no not by a 
Figure. And this Diſtinttion is ſo natural, that it became 
Proverbial in ſeveral of the Learned Languages, Homo 
Homini Deus, & Homo Homini Lupus. One Man 
is a God to another, and one Man is a Wolf to another. 
And ſo far as Princes reſemble God himſelf m Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, let them wear the Pſalmiſt's titular Elonour of 
Gods, and: good Luck , may they have with it ; but when 
they degenerate into Solomon's Beaſts of Prey, it would 
be 


| 


(33) | 
be ſobarſh a Figure to call them Gods, that no Language 
wpon Earth can bear it, unleſs it can be that Figure, whereby 
they uſe to call things in Scorn. | 

And yet our falſe Pulpits uſed to treat the Fears as if 
they had been Divmities, when they had juſt been ſucking 
the beſt Blood in the Nation ; and when they had had more 
Carnage in-half a Tear's time, than Popiſh Queen Mary had 
in her whole Reign. 

But if there be no difference betwixt a Good Prince and 
a Bad, why did the Nation, a great number of them, with 
the apparent hazard of their Lives, give themſelves the 
Trouble and (barge of this preſent Exchange * King 
| James would have ſerved their turn as well. 
; Flow came the Prince of Qrange ſo generouſly to un- 

 dertake bis Expedition, but to reſcue us out of the Paw of 
the Bear ? If we had been under a God, there had been no- 
thing amiſs, and there had been no cauſe with Force and 
Arms to have ſent him a travelling, where. be is, to the 
Head- Quarters of Tyramy. But the worried People of 
England invited the Prince, and the Prince' aſſiſted the 
worried People of England ; who at laſt laid their Flands on 
their Swords, and were unanimouſly bent to join him againſt 
all their Oppreſſors: And ſo we came by our Deliverance. 

The People of England, if they had not been enſlaved 
by. the baſe Dofrine of Paſſive Obedience, might very 
eaſily have done their own Work themſelves, for whom it was 
moſt Proper ; for his Majeſty acknowledges in bis Additig- 

E nal 
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wal Declaration, That his Preparations were to Aſſiſt 
the People againſt the Subverters of their Religion 
and Laws, So that it was their Work principally, to which 
they invited his Aſſiſtance, and prayed bim in Aid. 

And on the other hand his Words were theſe. *We do 
© [nvite and Require all Perſons whatſoever,. all the 
©Peers. of the Realm, Spiritual and Temporal, all 
© Lords Licutenants, Deputy-Lieutenants, and all 
£ Gentlemen, - Citizens, and other Commons of all 
© Ranks, to come and affiſt Us in order to the execu- . 
* ring of this our Deſign, againſt all ſuch asThall en- 
© deavour to oppole Us, that ſo we may prevent all 
© thoſe Mileries which muſt needs fall upon the Na- 
© tion's being kept under Arbitrary Government and 
© Slavery ; and that all the Violences and' Diſorders 
« which have Overturned the. whole Conſtitution of 
© the Engliſh-Government, may be: fully Redreſſed 
6 in a Free and Legal Parliament. 

\ This Invitation - ſounded the beſt to me of any that came 
fence the Goſpel '6ame ; but according to the Paſſive-Obedience- 
Men, it :1was a ({ all to. Hell, and ta dip the Nation one and 
all into Damnation: for he that refifteth, ſhall receive to him- 
ſelf Damnation, © Ff the P; ince had direRed this Invitation to 
#hem, hebad ſpoken to Stocks and Stones that could not ſtir : 
nay, they could not poſſibly be Neutral, for by their for- 
ward treacherous Loyalty. thty had ſtaked down their Lives 
end Fortunes on the other Side long. before ; and: by their 
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Principles were as dangerous to him as ſo many Grand- 
valls. So that it was only the brave and ſound part of 
the Nation, that was not tainted with the Poiſon of Paſſive 
Obedience, which Aſfifted bus Majeſty in his Arrival to 
White- Hall, and afterwards in his Acceſs to the Throne, 
or elſe be had never come there. There was not an honeſt 
Man in England capable of joining the Prince, but be 
that thought it bis Right to defend his Right , which was al- 
ways the ſtanding Engliſh Principle, kept alive in the late 
Tyranny it ſelf, though to the continual bazard of a Perſon's 
Life that I know. 

"Tis true, there are Men of no Principle at all, that 
have fince made ſufficient Earnings. of this Revolution , 
who Obnoxious, and out of Service in the laſt Reign, 
were willmg to try their Chance. in this, in order to their laſt 
Reſort, which is the next. But 1 look upon ſuch pretended 
Stateſmen as Souldiers of Fortune, who would ferve King 
James one day, and King William the next, and the 
French King once over again the third, and would be very 
glad to be Vizier the day fullowing, And therefore there # 
no relying upon ſuch Men, 'nor employing them neither ; for 
being hated the People, they are a Dead-weight " that 
Goran which endeavours to ſupport them. 

But my Soul abhors above all, thoſe that obſirufted his 
preſent Flajeſty's Acceſſwn to the Crown far as they 
could for their Lives, whereby they loſt. Ireland, - and in- 
volved this Kingdom in Bloed and Miſery ever ance ; and 
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Shin the Nation had gained the Point, and placed the 
King in the Throne, could creepingly come off with this 
monk. That thoug þ they. could net tell howto. make a 

King, yet they. hs how to obey a King ; and have ever 
fence vouchſafed to take his: Money. m Places of the greateſt 
Truſt and Profit. But I am ſure that thoſe that did not 
knaw how to make him King, that is, to. give a Vote fos 
his being ſo; do not know how to. ſerve him Faithfully ; 

for they muſt of neceſſity. believe bim ill Made, unleſs they 
have quite and clean altered their Mind fiace, which cannce 
polſibly be diſcovered hy. their management of bis. Majeſty's. 

airs. 

The ſame may be conceming: thoſe the Clergy, 
who to: hold their fu —briy and to bb: SD 
have taken the ſlippery Oaths of Allegiance which the Pa- 
mg Letter battered for them ;. and who have” thriven by 

mt chievons Prmciples that ruined the Nation, and 

are ſo far from being retrafted, that they. are very. often. 

repeated ;. which are as Contrary and: Irreconcileable to this 

Revolution, as Darkneſs is to Light. But' perhaps it is. 

Merit. to ruine a Nation, and to give an Occaſion . for a 
Revolution. 

The laft Hypotheſis of Submitting -to Titles without exs 
emming them, and taking the Powers that Are upon Con- | 
text, 1s Paſſive Obedience in the firſt Inftance : for- you 
"x never after queſtion any thing that proceeds from them, 'K 

Fi. toRt all things m good part;' withuut ſo much as | 
ſhrug- | 
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ing your Shoulders. This Author has been among- 
Fo and it is 4 great Principle of Molinus, 
that you muſt go often to Maſs, and inure your ſelves to 
take a Wafer for a Man, and thereby learn to mortify your 
Senſes... But becauſe we are Men before we are Chriſtians, 
and it is impoſſible to be otherwiſe, . 1 will ſooner martify 
my Senſes inthe way of Tranſubſtantiation, than in the way 
of Paſſive Obedience. 
. Your Honours-muſt needs be. ſenſible, that T have writ- 
ten with ſome eagerneſs againſt Paſſive Obedience ; but I 
gave. you ſuch a Samplar of that DoFtrine in the begining 
. of this Humble Addreſs, as-will juſtify the utmoft ſharp- 
"ſs of Expreſſum, and will anſwer for me in treating the 
s. of it as Publick Enemies; .and ſo 1, have trea- 
ted them, and not as mine. Though i is very hard' for a 
Man ts: ſeparate: bis' private Reſentments from bis - publick 
Zeal, when his Sufferings have been. all for the Publick'; 
for that mingles them tagetker, and be cannat:; poſſibly kitow- 
them. aſunder,, till ſach time as theſe Common Enemies have 
made. publick Amends for their Wrong done to the. Nation, 
end not to- him. So. the great Sampſon. whey. be was 
making his laſt Effort upon bis Country's Enemies, in his ve- 
Ty Prayer to God for extraordinary Aſſiſtance, .cordd not 
forbear mentioning his own two Eyes: I d6 nat care far- 
my two Eyes, God thou knoweſt tt. ; & 
But ſharpneſs of Language ſugnifies nothing, where there- 
is. more. need of . the ſeverity of Laws. For ſhall = 
CAS. 
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—_ Dias or a Highway-man be hanged for taking away a 
little looſe , and theſe wholeſale Thieves, who ſtrip a 
Nation of their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates, and all they 
have, not be look'd after * * Tus true, they have not the Mo- 
mey ; but if the Pickpocket by Conveyance deliver the Money 
to "os Ballade- Jonger, it will be ſhared at Night, by all the 
Rules of Bartholomew- Fair. 

[ had rather have my Honſe robb'4 for once and away, 
than be told by pretended Churchmen, that a King has a 
High-way to-my'Coffers, and that all Perſons be "fend on 
that Errand are Irrefiſtible : 1 bad rather live in Priſon, 
than have my Liberty lie at the ſame lay : And it u better 

for « Nation ( 15, mrs ne punts it) to die and g9 


; the Stage," than live a Dog's Life at Sandi s Mer- 
what 


I will add farther, that though I bave been much more 
converſant with Priſons than with Palaces, yet I have 
left me that natural Idea of Honour, that 1 would ſcorn 
to be the Prince of \a_ Paſſive-Obedience- Nation. It de- 
grades a King, and gives him the meaneſt Office in the 
World, Ges the molt diſhonourable Employment. For 
whereas a Hlerdfſman and a Muleteer are mean s, be- 
cauſe 'they only govern ( attel: So a King, becauſe he g0- 
verns a coaſt Number of Men like bim/elf, Brave, Wiſe 
and Free, is in the moſt exalted Station that is upon Barth 
-be is King. of Kings, and is ſerved by Princes. But to 
wiſh'they*were'a Fenal or a Servile People, is as if my 


Lord 
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Lord Mayor ſhould chooſe to be Common- Hunt, ... 

It is true, the Men that I have to deal with, may very 
well be of a different Mind from me as ta the Conſtitution of 
this Government, becauſe they build upon quite different 
Principles. They excuſe themſelves, for a very good Rea- 
fon, from the intricate Labyrinths of Law and Hiſtory, 
which are the Rule that I go by ;, and which are the Standard 
in this Affair, as the Goſpel # of (hriſtianity : So that. we 
may make uſe of St. Aultin's words in this (aſe, Quomo- 
do legis ? Ubi ſcriptum eſt 2 Eow readeft thou ? Where 
% it written ? -Shew me the written Law, make it out by ap- 
proved Hiſtory. Nay, they have departed. from the ſtand- 
ing Rules of Right and Wrong, and the ſtanding Revela- 
tion upon that SubjefF, and have betaken themſelves to the 
Intimations of Providence, and the ont-goings of the Morn- 
ing and Evening, which were their Scoff the other day, when. 
thoſe Expreſſions were uſed in the Parliament Army. The 
Revolution i- proved to be Right, becauſe at Torbay 
the Wind chopped about, as if it bad been in. the Prince's 
Pay.. Avowed Uſurpation is made out by Succeſs and Set- 
tlement. The wicked Deſign of| Conquering and Enſlaving: 
this Kingdom is. allowed by Providence, and. made to. be 
Divine Promotion ; and the Wreck of a-whole Nation is pros 
ved to be God's- Goods. iv; 

To deny God's Providence, is to ſhut him ont of his own 
World ; but to aſcribe wicked 4ions to the Dipme Provie 
dence, i the greater Injury of the two, For the Fl | 
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of Ged%- Providence is, [As God would have it}: 
Now when this is- applied to Wſurpation, which is Robbery 
and Wrong m the Higheſt Degree ; and to th: Congueſt and 
 Enſlaving of a Free Nation, which is the moſt outragious Op- 
preſſion ; to ſay that theſe are by God's Providence, "is te 
ſay, that Robbery is as God would have it, and Oppreſſion is 
as God would haveit. But this all the World knows 4s con» 
fFary to God's known and revealed Will : and therefore as 

= teſt deny God, ſo theſe Men make him to deny Hs 


"The I-ſhaltever adore Got s Providence whilſt I * 
and do" it with. more when. ]- kr" and 
therefore T ſhall be ſorry to" fee the greate Ihjaſtice.m | 
the Kh fathered upon it. That Uſurpation;'or: F<ey y 
ply other" wicked Thing, are by God's Providence, _ | 

fan yz up thee te re by Divine Grmiſn, cn 
the Stile of 'Bifhops, that I allow: - Is & nat enough 
is Neat Pilpits to' 6 nfs x6! 
Dbeiaree, (which were made. for 5 
© Providence too ? But the be of i it is, that theſe Interpre- 
- © #rs of Providence (who would fam have the beſt beftowing of 


| # rok AF, ler Hall Low by dec and the re- 
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For the Diſpoſeal of all other things is attributed to God in 
Scripture, as well as Promotion ; and if this Promotion be 
attained by wrongful and wicked Means, ſuch as Uſurping, 
Conquering and Enſlaving a Nation, plainly ars ; it is Blaſ- 
phemy to aſcribe this il-gotten Promotion to God. For in- 
ſtance, Prov. 16. 33- The Lot is caſt into the Lap : 
bur the whole Difpofing thereof is of the Lord. 


- Now, I ſay,to apply this Text to a foul throw and cog ging the 


Dice, isBlaſphemy : and to ſay that God has diſpoſed and 
transferred the hundred Pond Stake to this falſe Gameſter, 
and that now he has a Divine Right toit, 1s repeated Blaſ- 
',.- "FP | 
The Bible is a Miſcellaneows Book, where diſhoneſt and 
time-ſerving Men may ever, in their looſe way, find a Text 
for their purpoſe. 1 could give ſo many Inſtances of this in 
the late Times, as would be hateful and tedious, But this T 
ſay, that Eternal Righteouſneſs, Juſtice and Truth, Upright 
Honeſty, the Right of the Caſe,and the Reaſon of the Thing, 
muſt always govern the Senſe of Scriptural Expreſſims. Fox 
Tuſtife and Biobreouſneſ are the ſame in Heaven as they 
are upon Earth ; and if the Notion of it were not the ſame 
in both Places, it were Vai to tell us that God is Juſt and 
Righteous, for we could not tell. what that means ; and more 
van to bid us be like him in thoſe Divine PerfeFions, if 
we did not know them when we ſee them. 
But if there were never a PaſſIve-Obedience-Man left in 
England, which I hope to ſee ; yet falſe Titles are of dan- 
F | gerous 
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geros Conſequence. If we are a Conquered and Enſlaved 
People, { as the Simoniacal Parſon ſaid by bis bought Prefers 
ments) we came Honeſtly by it, for we paid the Penny for 
it, The Hollanders have had Six: hundred thouſand Pounds 
forit, beſides great Sums which cannot yet be placed to Ac- 
count. 

' Now T am of Opinion that theſe are dangerous Matters ; 
for the Dutch are Merchants. We ſhall bave Conqueſts and 


Titles bought and ſold and trumpt upon us, perhaps ſooner, 


perhaps 5 oo Wears hence. For not to mention Danegelt, 
after the Reſtoration of the Saxons.in Edward the Confeſſor 
and Harold,and after the Succeſſion of five Norman Kms, 
w Richard the Firſt's Time Philip of France demanded 
the. Siſter of the King of Denmark with no other Dower, 


than the Daniſh Right to England, andthe Aſſiſtance of a. 


Fleet and an Army: for one Vear.. Which the Danes not com« 


plying with, for fear of the Vandals on one hand and the. 


Engliſh Courage on the other, Philip at laſt took her with a 
Dower of 10000 Marks, which was I believe the better 
Bargain. But as the Hiſtorian ſays, he therein deſigned a 
Bloody. Buſineſs for the Realm of England. Gervaſ.Chron, 
p. 1244- Molicuselt. Regno Angliz.cruentum nego- 
tium. Anyghton, p. 2406. 

I Philip had ſucceeded in: this Bloody Buſineſs, we 
have falſe Prophets now-adays that would have hallowedit, 
and made. a: Divine Right of it, n- theſe following words, 
* nd therefore it is that God, though he has infinite ways, 
* yet 


(43) : 
"et commonly chuſes to employ Men in this Service,” He 


« either finds them at home that are not afraid of the Pow- Rom. 
© ex as they ought tobe : or he briags them in from Foreign '3'® 
© Conntrics, ( that is theſe Danes and French) Whilt- Eſay 7. 


<ling for the Fly out of Egypt, or the Bee out of the *7 
Land of Afſyria ; In plain words ſtirring up 4 Pharaoh 
© 0x a Nebuchadnezzar againſt them, 

Now in obſcure words here had been both 'Fly and Bee 
whiſtled in ; but for all theſe little Interpreters of :Prophe- 
cies, T am ſatisfied that our Anceſtors would have Whiftled 
them out. 

The old Popiſh Clergy were Engliſhmen, and were in at 
Magna Charta ; and the Lawyers can beſt tell, Whether 
the Cathedrals they left behind them, . are not fmce Forfeited, 
for not readmg Magna Charta publickly to the' People 
every Near, as is enjoined by two Afts of Parliament :- for 
which reaſon they were each of them Intruſted with a Record 
of thoſe Engliſh Rights ; Ido not now ſpeak of that Char- 
ter's being continually Preached down. T love the Memory 
of the Abbot of St. Albans im William the Norman 
Duke's Time, who not being ſatisfied with his Title, when 
he was marching his Army towards that Place, fell'd all the 
Trees croſs the Road, and laid Blocks m his way, and ha- 
raſſed all bis Army. And when the Duke askt him, why he 
did ſo ? he anſwered, becauſe he knew of no Buſineſs the 
Norman had there ; and if all Fomeſt Engliſhmen kad done 


the. ſame, he had never come ſo far as St. Albans to ask 
him 


wk. 
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him that Queſtion. T admire the Preſence of the Prior of 
"Clerkenwell, in the time of Hen.he 3d as I take it, (it 
is in Hiſtory) when in a Diſpute about a Point of Right the 
King meant to overawe him, by ſaymg in King James's 
way to the Magdalen-College Men, Am not I your King * 
Jes, ſays be, while you govern according to Law, but no lon- 
ger, I hate Popery, but 1 love Relicks, 

1 know whom T have ſpoke to all this while in this tedious 
Addreſs : You are my Countrey,and therefore T ſubmit it wholly 
to-Your great Wiſdom ; and if you diſlike any thing in it, 1 
wiſh it unſaid : Only T will abide by this in which I can be 
poſitive, that T intended it intirely for his Majeſty's and my 
Countrey's Service m Conjunttion ; and be that talks of their 
having a Separate Intereſt, ought rather to be made an Ex- 
ample than a Secretary. But 1 humbly take my leave ; You 
Repreſent the Body of the Brave Engliſh Nation, you have 
my Prayers, and long fince had my Heart. 


ARGUMENT 


That the Abrogation of King Fames by 
the People of England from the Regal Throne, 
and the Promotion of the Prince of Orange, 
one of the Royal Family, co-the Throne of 
the Kingdom 1n his ſtead, was according to 


the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, 
and; Preſcribed by it. 


Argument, 


AN this enſui ument, which will be 
(| very Ly but cheſe two Points 
to clear ; 


The one of Fact. 
The other of Right, 


Firſt, That che People > Fang nn did aftually 
Abrogate or Dethrone King James the Second 
Mifgovernment, and promated the Prince 

of Orange in his ſtead. 


Secondly, That this Proceeding of theirs, was 


2 according 


Fo Crown to the Prince and Princeſs; which bee 


—_— 
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according to the Evigliſh Conſtitutims, and pre» 
ſcribed by it. 


Firſt, This Matter of Fact being fo freſh in 
our Memory, needs not to be ſo 'induſtriouſly 
proved. The At 1* William and Mary, decla- 
ring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and 
ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown, recites- 
the very ' Inſtrument of ' Conveyance of the 


gins in theſe words: Whereas the late King 
James the Second, by the Affiſtance of divers Evil 
Connfellorsy, Tridge and Mimiſters imployed by bm, 
did endeavor i SubVert and Extirpate the Proteſtant. 
Religion, and the Laws and Liberties of this King- 
dom : which is there made out, by an enumera- 
tion of fundry Particulars. \And not long after 
there are theſe wordy'r Aud: whereas the late King 
James- the Second, having Abdicated the Government, 
and" the Throne bez thereby Vacant,” the: two 
Houſes of - Padliament do: thereupon | inveſt 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange with the 
Crown. | it =O % 
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' King fames endeavoured to ſubvert the Govern- 
ment, as they favourably word it ; or rather, he 
had long before wholly ſubverted and over- 
thrown the Government, as the Prince of 0- 
range's Declaration ſpeaks, ( which this very 
A& has annex'd, and made parcel of the 
Crown, and-expreſſes to be the only Means of 
Redreſling that Miſchief). 


There is but one doubtful Word in all that 
FE have recited, which ſome People make a 
hard Word ; and that is, King James's Abdi- 
cating the Government ; which no Man- would 
ſtumble at, who had read Tully in his« third 
Philippick, who ſays thus concerning Mark 4n- 
thony, that for his offering a Crown to- Ceſar, 
« Fo die -non modo 'Conlulatu fed etiam Lt 
« bertate ſe Abdicavit, efſet enim ipſt certs 
« ftatim ſerviendum, f1 Czſar ab co Regni 
« inſigne- accipere voluiflet. At that time he 
« not only Abdicated his: Conſulſhip, but his 
« Liberty ; for if Caſeor would have accepted 
« the Crown, Mark Anthony mult —_ 
« ly: have turned Slaye. Now- Mark Antho- 
ny; by. this Action did not- exprefly re- 

H 


nounce 
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. nounce his Conſulſhip or Liberty, or - run a- 
way from both of them, but he did that 
which was inconfiſtent with them both, He 


FORFEITED THEM BOTH ; Which is the true im- 
,porr of that Phraſe. 


+ The ſecond ching is the Point of Right. 
That this Proceeding of . the People of England was 


agreeable to the Engliſh Conſtitution, and preſcribed 


it, 
To make this out, I need only recite the De- 


cclaration of the Lords and Commons, 1oth 


Rich. 2. in- their Meflage to the King then' at 
Eltham. Knyghton, pag. 2 683. 


Domine Rex, 


«< (YET & unum aliud de nuncio noſtre ſu- 
<6, Y pereſt Nobus ex parte Populi veſtri Vo- 
<< bis intimare. Habent enim ex antiquo Sta- 


« tmto & de facto-non ſonge retroactis rempo- 
<« ribus experienter quod dolendum eſt habito, 
Si Rex maligno conſilio quocunque, vel in- 
« epta contumacia aur contemptu, ſeu pro- 
<< terva valuntate ſingulari, aut quovis modb 
irregulari, ſe alienaverit a Populo ſao, nec 

©« yoluerit 


nmr "one," 
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« yoluerit per Jura Regni- & Statuta & Hhuda- 

« bjles Ordinationes, cum falnbri Conſrlio Do- 
« minorum & Procerum Regni gubernari & 
<« regulari ; ſer capitofe in ſuis inſanis Conſlliis 
« propriam voluntatem. ſtam fingularem pro- 
©« terve exercere ; Ex tunc licitum eft eis cum Com- 
&« muni aſſenſu £3* conſenſu Populi Regni, ipſum Re-" 
«« gem de Tegali Solio abrogare, ET PROPINQQuIO- 
« &EM ALIQUEM 'DE ,STIRPE REeGla, LOCA. 
« EJUS.IN REGNI SOLIO SUBLIMARE. 


'©«. Our Lord the King —— O03 *« 5 | 
« PIUT there is moreover one part of our 
woey. fill lefr ro acquaint you with- 

« all, in the Name of your People. "They 
<« haveitby ancient Statute, and by alaredole- 
4 ful Inſtance, thatin'caſe the King fhall alie- 
©« nate himſelf from his People by any bad 
« Advice whatſoever, tor fooliſh Contumacy 
< or Cantempr, or Self-will, or any other ir- 
« regnlar Way ; and will not be govern'd 
« and ruled by the Laws, Statutes and laws 
«dable . Ordinances of the Realm, with the 
« yholeſorg Advice of the Lords and Peers 
«* of the Realm! ; but in a Head-Rirong 
H 2 : © way 
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*<. way will exerciſe his own Selt-will;; 
« From thence-forward it is lawful for them, with 
&« the common Aſſent. and Conſent of the People of 
&« the Realm, to Depoſe the King from the Regal 
*© Throne, and. to promote ſome Kinſman of his of. 
*© the Royal Fanuly,. to the Throne. of the Kyngdom 
« in his ſtead. 


Here the Parliament laid. down the Law be- 
fore the King, and gave him fair Warning thir- 
teen Years before they thought of putting it in 
Bxecution; for this was. in«the Tenth of, his- 
Rep, and he reigned three and twenty Years, 
And as for the Statute. they quote, , it:muſt needs 
be a very ancient Statute, . becauſe the Depoſing, 
of: Ed. 2, (who was his Great-Grandfather ) 
in .compariſon. of that, is repreſented but as of 
Yeſterday. - 


This Declaration. of the. Loxds' and Com- 
mons,.. the King could not gain-ſay; and 
they gained thew Point upon Nina by .it,. to 
brin 
be. 


; lim co Parliament. And it is not to 
believed - that the. Parliament oh England 
veould” affirm . they had. ſuch. an Ancient . Stas 
| ruce 
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cute when they had not. It remains there- 
fore to conſider how we come by this Re- 
cord, ſeeing it is not upon the Rolls in the 
Tower : but *tis no ſtrange thing it ſhould not 
be there, becauſe it is - four and twentieth 
Article in the Charge againſt Richard the Se- 
cond, afterwards in the three and twentieth 
Year of his Reign ; © Er praterea Rotulos Re- 
«© cordorum Statum & gubernationem Regni 
« ſui. tangentium, przdiftus Rex deleri & 
« abradi Kit in magnum przxjudicium Po- | 
« puli, & exheredationem Coronz Regni 
« prxdicti, & ut veriſtmiliter creditur in fa- 
« yorem & uſtentationem ſui mali Regimi- 
« nis. And beſides the ſaid King cauſed 
« the Rolls of the Records, us Om the 
« State and Government of his Realm, to 
* .be defacd and razed, to the great preju- 
« dice of his People, and diſherifon of the 
« Crown of the faid Realm; and as is cre- 
« dibly thought, in favour and ſupport of his 
©, Male-Admmiſtration. 


The only means lefr us in ſuch 2 Caſe, 


where the Records of the Tower fail us, is 
| [ 50 


A 
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to have recourſe to the undoubted  Hiſto- 
ry of that Age, which was written upon 
the Spot: Such is Anyzbton's Authority, 
whoſe Hiſtory was both written, and finiſh- 
cd, and cloſed up in that very Reign. 


And though this ſhould be Scare-Crow- 
Doctrine tro the Paſſive-Obedience-Men, yet it 
is the Tenor of all Antiquity ; It is the Do- 
\- Arine of the Mirror in very many places. 
I: is the Doctrine of the Sevententh Chap. 
ter of King Edward the Confeſſor's Laws. It 
is- the Senfs of King Alfred's Stile, Dei gra- 
tia, &* benevolentia Weſt-Saxonice Gents, That he 
was King by the Favour of God, and the Good- 
Will of the Engliſh Nation, It is the Doftine 
of the great Lawyers fince the Norman 
Times ; as. particularly Brafon ; © Rex au- 
«© rem habet Syperiorem Deum; Item Le- 
« gem, per quam fattus eſt Rex ; Item Cu- 
« ram ſuam; videlicer, Comices, Barones, 
« qui Comites dicuntur quaſi Socii Regis; 
© & qui haber Socium, habet Magiſtrum, 8& 
« jdeo fi Rex- fueric fine frano; i. e. fine 
« Lege, debent ei franum ponere, niſi ipſi- 


© met - 


Y 
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« met fuerint cum Rege ſine frano, & tanc 
« clamabunt fubditi & dicent, Domine lhefu 
« Chriſte in chamo & fizno maxillas corum 
« conſtringe, ad _ Dominus, yocabo ſuper 
<< eos gentem robultam & longinquam & 
<« ignotam, cujus linguam ignorabunt, que 
« deſtruer eos, & evellet radices eorum de 
* terra, & a talibus judicabuntur, quia ſub- 
&* dicos noluerunt juſte judicare, & in fine, 
© ligats Manibus & Pedibus eorum, micter 
© eos in caminum ignis & tenebras exterio- 
<« res, ubi cric fletus & ftridor dentium. Bra- 
Gon. Lib. 2. cap. 16. Seft.3. . 


« The King hath three Superiors, God, and 

« the Law, by which he is made King ; and his 
« Court, namely the Earls and Barons, becauſe 
« they are called Comites, as being the Com- 
* panions of the King ; and he that hath a 
« Companion, hath a Maſter : and there- 
«fore if the King ſhall be unbridled, that is 
« Lawleſs, they ought to bridle him, unleſs 
« they themſelves with their King- ſhall be 
« unbridled and lawlcſs coo; and then the 
« . Subje& ſhall cry our and fay, Lord Jeſus 
Bee x L 2 « Chriſt, 


(56) 
«: Chriſt; hold in their Jaws wich Bic and'Bri- 
« dle: to whom the Lord ſhall. ſay, I will 
« bring in upon them a Robuſtious and Fo- 
« reign and unknown Nation, whoſe Lan- 
* guage they ſhall-not underſtand : Which Na- 
« tion ſhall deſtroy chem, and ſhall-pluck up the 
« Roots of them from he Earth ; and b uch 
« they themſelves ſhall be judged, —_ they 
« . would not juſtly judg he Engliſh Subj we 
« And in concluſion, being -bound Hand and 
« Foor, the Lord ſhall Ro them into a Fur- 
« nace of Fire, and outer Darkneſs, where 
« there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing -of 
« Teeth, 


Sothar if the Parliament of England negle& 
to do their Duty in this Caſe, in not reſtrain- 
ing their ling from Lawleſs and Arbicrary 
Courſes, They do ir at their utmoſt Peril ; for 

they are threarned with Deſtrution for it in 
this World, and will dearly anſwer it in the 
neXT. 


[ have here quoted a knocking Sentence of a 
- Lord Chief Juſtice. of England in the Time 'of 


* Henzy 
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Henry the Third, four-hundred and fifty Years 
_ ago, ;wheſe. Authority hath been ſo far valued 

by both Sides, as to be ſtrove for. The Prero- 
gative-Men, quote ſuch Sayings as theſe ; Rex non 
habet Parem in Regno ſus; quia Par in Parem, non 
hahet Imperium.” Nemo de Faftis ejus prefſumat di- 
fputare ; 'multo magis contra Fafhum ejus ire. And 
in the very Context of the former wk Quora- 
tions; eqs; nec fattum Reg nec Chartam poteſt 
-q#as: judicare, ita quod fachun Domini Regis irnitetivr., 
Now theſe and the like Sayings, which are of- 
cen, to be-met with in Bra&on, are to be under- 
ſtood concerning the ordinary Adminiſtration of- 
Juſtice, -- and -nor to- limie 'the Tranſcendene 
Power. of Parliaments which he has ſo fully 
dilplay'd ___ ; Jour in. other 
places, where is a new Caſe, or any thing 
| roo; weighty for the Judges, is this, ReſpeFue-: 

tur ad M Curiam, which is the Key of Bras 
flon's whole Boak. 


This Do&trine is agrecable to Forteſane, who 
ſays, That the People are the Fountain of Power, 
in that Expreſſion, Rex 4 Populo Pateſtatem Ef- 
fluxam habet. And in —_ place he ſays, 

K That 
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That: an» Arbitrary Power to oppreſs the Subj «Fs, conld' 
net”: proceed from the People themſelves ; uy yet if 
it had not been from themſelves, ſuch a King as the 
King of England could have had no manner of 
Power at all over them :\ For the truth of iv is; it is 


a: Contradiftion todeny, that all Civil Power is: 


@riginally in_ the People :: For: what” is..Civil- 
Pawer, in Englifth, bur the City's: Power, and: 
derived from Ge C Community 2: And' this: either- 


of -the People (as: Forteſeue rells us) is the Fibave- 


bn ah mou Polwick, 244" the Heart i817 the 
And it is impoſſible tobe ovher- 
;. The Nation muſt make their King, for! 
[:am-fure the cannot make the Nazian.. 

EIS very -=_ obſerycs, The, 
Ba Gavernmins” is the People, though the- 
ra be at«the Fop- of it.; - and: to qt the- 
Government. u a: King, -is- to invert the 
Pyramid, and fer it upon the. Pinacle,  _— It 


veall never ſtand. 


| Fhis Dofrine 13 agreeable to.. a Original 
Grabs, whiah. is in-the Mivvor” of Juſtice, fol. $ 


limited; or enlarged, as they pleaſe. The Hiteution- 


Blood of the Government; and is the. Pritnumn Vi- | 
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-upon. the Ele&tion of the Firſt Engliſh Mo- 
narch, which Contra& i ſtill continued in the 
\ Coronation Oath, and the Oath of Allegiance: 
Which Oath of Allegiance doth: depend upon the 
King's taking the ( oronation Oath 'firſt, which 
was eyer practiſed till the Reign of Henry the 
Fifth, co. whom Homage and Allegiance was 
_oven before w* was Coon, which was a 
r Courtely, and done 'on preſumption of 
Nr hak of g Oran == "gy We 


- , 1 might ſpeak of the Gartana Sword ; the 
Power of the Lord High Steward, and. other 
reat -Officers of the Kingdom, and'draw. all 
= Lines of the Governmenc to this Center : 
But I have been heretofore forc'd' to deſtroy all 
the Reading of my whole Life with my own 
hands, and havenot fince had Health enoughte 
retrieve it; and now a late Calamity hath 'fal- 

| len upon me that I can do nothing, 


Only I muſt anſwer ane Objection, ' and 
that is, That our Ancient Statute is not pra- 
Ricable : for the King having the Preragacive 
| of- Calling and Diſlolving Parliaments, will 

K 2 " never 


— 
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neveraſſemble them; nor ſuffer them-to fir-for 
ftich a purpoſe. ' Burt fach an Objeftion as this 
betrays great Ignorance of the Conſtitution of 
Engliſh Parliaments. We will atlow that the 
King hath' a 'Prerogative of Calling Parlia- 
ments, but he hath no Prerogative of Not Cal- 
ling them : For not to-menrion our 'Right of 
having Stationary Parliaments, not only Annual, 
but "4miiverſary, which ſar down conſtantly at 
the Calends of May, -as appears by the'Laws of 
- Wilkam the Firſt. Ir is plain likewiſe, that they 
'were notdifſolyable at Pleaſure; bur-thar even 
as low as Henrythe Fourth's Time, Proclamation 
ſed ro'be made to know whether there 'were 
-ary Petniohsthat were to be anſwer'd in Paflia- 
ment;-\- The firſt Abuſion of Law, as the Mir- 
ror tells'us; is for the King to be above Law, 
tb'which he ought to be-ſubject, as is contained 
-3n' bis Oath. And the fecond Abuſton of the 
Law, next to this Firft 'and Soveraign Abuſt- 
on, is for Parliaments to be a la Folunt 4 Roy, 
at the King's Pleaſure. 


One of the Ancienteſt Remains that we have 
concerning the Engliſh Parliaments, is in. the Mir- 
* vor ; 


» 
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ror 3 where he ſays, in King Alfred's Time, it . 
was made for a perpetual Law, *that the Coun- 
ties - of | England - ſhould aſſemble themſelves 
ewice a Year [in Temps d' Paix, in Time of 
Peace ] at London, pour Parliamenter, to hold 
Parliament. Now I conceive thac theſe words 
[ in Time of Peace | do let us into the Reafon 
why this- perpetual Law hath been broken, 
nd how it comes: to pals that Parliaments 
could not be punctual either as to Time or 
Place ; for we had many Wars and Invaſions 
after that Time, and the Danes had the PoC 
| ſeffion of London; and conſequently it was 
impoſſible for them to meet there, or indeed 
ro keep their Times of meeting any where 
elſe: whereupon there way a Neceſlicy for 
the King to aſſemble them, when and where 
they could meet in lafety ; from whence aroſe 
the Prerogarive (as I believe) of Calling Par- 
Kaments ; which if a Prince uſes Honeſtly, is ra- 
thes a trouble ro him than any thing elſe. 
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If any Perſon ſhall vyouchſafe to 2n 
Anſwer to any thing I have here ſaid, 1 de- 


fire him to do ir fairly, by ſetting his Mame 
to it, as 1 haye done; for 1 hate to have my 
Books Anſwer'd (as "they lately were) in a 


M cd Vizor-Maſque. 


A' Catalogue of Books written by the Reverend 
Ms. Samuel Johnſon, 


Ulianthe Apoftate : Being, a ſhort Account of his Life 3 the Senſe of - 

'the Primitive Chriſtians about his Succeſſion; and their Behaviour to- 
wards him ; Together with a Compariſon of Popery and Paganiſm. 

Tulian's Arts to undermine and extirpate- Chriſtianity : Together 
with Anſwers to Conſtantixs the Apoliate and Fovien. 

Remarks upon Dr, Sherlock's Book, intituled, The Caſe of Reſs- 


ſtance of the Supream Power ſtated and reſolved, according to the Do- 


frine of the Holy Scriptures. 

Reflections on the Hiſtory of Paflive Obedience. 

A ſecond five Year Struggle againſt Popery and Tyranny ; being a - 
Colle&ion of Papers publibe by the Reverend Mr. Same! Yar Ay 
during his laſt Impriſonment of five Years and ten Days. - Wherein - 
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1. A Sermon preached at Guildball-Ch 

2. Phe Church of England as by Law eltabliſhed, &e. 


.- 3- Godly and wholefom Doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe Times. 


4. A ſhort Diſſwalive from.Popery, and- from Countenancing and ' 
En ing Papilts. 

5. A Parcel of wryReaſons, wrong Inferences,but right Obſervation. - 

6. An Oration of Mr. Feb» Hales. 

7. Several Reaſons for the eſtabliſhing of a ſtanding Army, and the- 
difſolving the Militia. 

8.: Four-Chapters. 1.: Of: Magiſtracy. 2. Of Prerogative by Divine-- 
Right. 3. Of Obedience. 4. Of Laws. 

9. The Grounds and Reaſons of the Laws againſt Ye 

10. An Humble and Hearty Addreſs to all the Engliſh Proteſtants iw : 
King Fames's Army. 

11, The Opinion, that Reſiſtance may be uſed in caſe our Religion + 
and Rights ſhould be invaded. 

12, The Trial and Examination of the New Teſt of- the-Chusxch of * 
Ergland's Loyalty. 

1 3, Reflections upon the Inſtance of the Ch. of England's Loyalty. . 

14+: The abſolute Impoſſibility of Tranſubſtantiation demonſtrated. . 

15. Bp Ridley's Letter to Bp Hooper,” with ſome Obſervations on it. 

16. A Letter from a Frecholder, to the relt of the Frecholders of i 
England. 
17. Religion founded upon a Rock. 
18, The Truc Mother-Church. . 


